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Overview

“Nurturing Student Scholars in the Humanities and Social Sciences” is an undergraduate
research project of the Southeastern Pennsylvania Consortium for Higher Education (SEPCHE)
with support from The Barra Foundation and the Foundation for Independent Higher Education.

This initiative provided undergraduate students and their faculty mentors with an opportunity to
conduct collaborative research through a summer research immersion experience. Project goals
included: exposing students to modern research in the humanities and social sciences, increasing
their understanding of the body of current knowledge in their field of study, and providing an
opportunity to contribute new knowledge within their disciplines.

In summer 2008 the project matched sixteen undergraduate humanities and social science
students with the research passions of eight faculty members from across the eight member
colleges and universities to form eight research teams consisting of one faculty mentor and two
students. Students participating in the summer 2008 immersion also participated in a series of
colloquia bringing faculty mentors and student scholars together to share information about their
work, experience the diversity of research under way, and make contact with the larger scholarly
community than their own project would provide. They also presented their work at a fall 2008
SEPCHE symposium and presented or published their research at conferences and in journals in
the 2008-09 academic year.

In summer 2009 the project enabled another eight teams to conduct summer research projects
with two of the projects continuing work from summer 2008. Research teams consisted of a
single undergraduate student and faculty member from seven SEPCHE institutions. Participating
student researchers will present their work at a SEPCHE Honors Conference in March 2010 at
Neumann University.

Faculty mentors introduced students to contemporary research tools and methods, and the
activity of each team included identification of an investigative problem within a disciplinary or
inter-disciplinary research field, conduct of the research, and dissemination of the student
scholars’ discoveries. Research was conducted in the following disciplines: Communications,
Criminal Justice/Criminology, English, History, Political Science, Religious Studies, Psychology
and Philosophy. Students were required to regularly report their research findings and submit a
final report.



SEPCHE - Faculty-Student Undergraduate Research Project
Nurturing Student Scholars in the Humanities and Social Sciences
RESEARCH PROJECTS

Banning YouTube: Trends in Global Cybercensorship — A Comparative Analysis of Cases in China,
the United States, Pakistan and Turkey (2009)

Through comparative analysis, this study offers a global overview of current internet video censorship
practices and different motives behind the policies. It also examines the U.S. media attitude on ethical
responsibilities of technological companies doing business abroad. Overall the research project sheds

light on the impact of information technology and its challenges to traditional authorities and borders.

Faculty Mentor: Janice Xu, Ph.D., Communications Department, Cabrini College

Student Researcher: Morgan Miller

Chaucer’s Intertextual Resonances with Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (2009)

In spite of the ongoing expansion of intertextual critique in Chaucer studies, significant research remains
into its numerous literary influences. The relationship of The Canterbury Tales to another pivotal, and
also contemporary, work of medieval literature, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, impels further
research through such similarities as each text’s imaging of Arthurian legend and courtly love. This
project expands upon their comparative analysis. Specific focus is given to addressing the irony within
each text as an anti-romance highlighting feminism in particular.

Faculty Mentor: William J. Hamilton, Ph.D., English Department, Neumann University

Student Researcher: Jaclyn Argo

Civil War Letters of Major Griffith Jones, 9" PA Cavalry, Phase 11 (2008/2009)

The goal of this project is to complete the chronological arrangement, cataloguing and transcription of
approximately 4000 pages of digital images taken from numerous archives in central and southeastern
Pennsylvania pertaining to Major Griffith Jones, before, during and after the war and to his regiment. This
project developing a complete, compact archive (both disk and hard copy format) is of exceptional value
because no biography of Griffith Jones exists and no collections of his hundreds of letters have ever been
compiled, transcribed, edited or published. Only one older book-length history of the 9™ Pennsylvania
Cavalry has ever appeared in print.

Faculty Mentor: Wayne Huss, Ph.D., History Department, Gwynedd-Mercy College

Student Researcher: Kimberly Kennedy (2008), Stephen Long (2008), Kelly Day (2009)

Creating the Juvenile Violence Epidemic (2008)

Distinct terminology used by the media and the frequency of these terms over a time period of five years
(during which school shootings occurred) is examined. Research of the media coverage of school
shootings is approached and maintained by objective research methods in order to study a few facets of
how the media can create juvenile justice epidemics simply by the time and amount of certain
terminology it (the media) uses.

Faculty Mentor: Leanne Owen, Ph.D., Criminal Justice/Criminology Department, Holy Family
University

Students: Michael Cavanaugh, Chestnut Hill College; Jennifer Rizzo, Holy Family University



Freckleton: The Largest Civilian Air Disaster of World War 11 (2009)

This study assists in the compilation of the biographies of the nine American airmen who died in the
crash as well as to assist with interviews of the civilian survivors. The investigation gathers and interprets
media coverage of the crash from 1944 to the present.

Faculty Mentor: Dr. James Hedtke, Ph.D., History/Political Science Department, Cabrini College
Student Researcher: Joseph Kempflen (Junior History/Political Science Major)

Historicizing the Coast: Postcards in American History (2008/2009)

Using a primary source collection of thousands of postcards from the turn of the century to the present,
this project examines the meanings American tourists place on their vacation environments during the 20"
century with the goal of understanding how Americans construct their environments and what those
constructions mean at a specific historical moment. This research will form the basis of a book proposal
solicited by the University of North Carolina Press.

Faculty Mentor: Sarah Trembanis, Ph.D., History Department, Immaculata University

Student: Rebecca Hertzog, Immaculata (2008/9) and Lindley Rittweger, Rosemont College(2008)

How Race and Gender are Framed in the Black Press (2008)

This investigation analyzes coverage of the 1968 Memphis Sanitation Workers’ Strike and then leads to
further research of press coverage of the Black Power Movement in Black newspapers looking
specifically at the roles of female and male journalists and the framing of race and gender.

Faculty Mentor: Darryl Mace, Ph.D., History Department, Cabrini College

Student: Bridget Cook, Rosemont College

How Race and Gender Are Framed in Local News Coverage (2008)

Scholars have found that consolidation of media outlets has created a phenomenon where media
executives are making decisions about what to include in local news reports even though they do not live
in the cities where they broadcast these stories. This paper argues that this has led to increasingly
stereotypical reports about minorities and people from low socio-economic backgrounds.

Faculty Mentor: Darryl Mace, Ph.D., History Department, Cabrini College

Student: Chris Cantwell, Cabrini College

Internet Use among College Students: Frequency, Quality and Impact on Interpersonal Relationships
(2008)

Much communication occurs over the internet and its impact on interpersonal relationships is unclear.
The scope of internet usage has not been adequately gauged specifically in the young adult population.
This study explores internet usage in young adults and to determine whether personality traits are altered
in the online environment. 163 young adults participated in an electronic survey. The results highlight
frequency of use, methodologies and reported personality traits on and off-line.

Faculty Mentor: Maria Cuddy-Casey, Ph.D., Psychology Department, Immaculata University

Students: Jessica Morgan, Immaculata University; Kristen Wayock, Immaculata University



Mirroring the Movement: Earl Caldwell and the Rise of Black Power (2008)

This research focuses on the role the media played in the 1968 Memphis Sanitation Strike, and the efforts
of New York Times reporter Earl Caldwell. Caldwell, one of the first black journalists at the Times,
highlighted Black Power militancy in his reports. This presentation argues that while covering the strike
Caldwell began embracing Black Power ideology.

Faculty Mentor: Darryl Mace, Ph.D., History Department, Cabrini College

Student: Ashley Rivera, Cabrini College

Philadelphia’s Contribution to the Golden Age of Children’s Literature in the United States (2008)
The project analyzes the contributions of the Philadelphia area on the Golden Age of Children’s
Literature in the United States, from mid-19" century through the First World War. Philadelphia was a
publishing hub for juvenile literature, both books and periodicals. The region was at the epicenter of the
growing field of illustration with local artists A.B Frost, Howard Pyle, and N.C.Wyeth making major
contributions. Area women were also making significant inroads in writing and illustrating for this
market. Female illustrators included: Elenore Plaisted Abbott, Jessie Willcox Smith, Elizabeth Shippen
Green, and Violet Oakley.

Faculty Mentor: Gretchen Haertsch, Ph.D., English, Department, Arcadia University

Students: Alyssa Kirgan, Arcadia University; Tracy Paine, Holy Family University

Religious Pluralism (2009)

This project explores several of the world’s faiths and argues that all are responses to a common
underlying reality which cannot be known in itself. This investigation focuses on the view of religious
pluralism advocated by philosopher of religion John Hick and argues that his view most accurately
represents the human religious experience.

Faculty Mentor: Alan Preti, Ph.D., Philosophy Department, Rosemont College

Student Researcher: Lauren Rodino, Rosemont College

Reluctant Warriors: Athena and Joan of Arc (Can Joan Be Considered ""Reluctant?'") (2008)

Our research has consisted of ancient cultures, religious studies with an emphasis in Christianity, and
history of the Medieval Era. These themes that we have came across lead us to understand the mythology
of Athena, the religious and militant life of Joan of Arc, the similarities between these two significant
figures. However, the thesis question is still unanswered and debatable due to the lack of primary sources
and the need for further research.

Faculty Mentor: Marie A. Conn, Ph.D., Religious Studies Department, Chestnut Hill College

Students: Jessica Muff, Rosemont College; Margarita Rodrigo, Rosemont College

Researching a Young Adult Historical Novel: The Effect of the Spanish Influenza on 1918
Philadelphia (2009)

This project involves research for a young adult historical novel set in the Philadelphia region during the
fall of 1918. The first draft of GRACE RISING is complete; however, further fact checking and
“enriching” with authentic period detail is desired. The novel centers on a 17-year-old girl’s efforts to
help save lives during the influenza pandemic of 1918. While the novel centers on the pandemic, it also
has themes of civil rights, immigrant rights, and universal suffrage.

Faculty Mentor: Gretchen Haertsch, Ph.D., English Department, Arcadia University

Student Researcher: Dana Dilliplane, Arcadia University



With Liberty and Justice for All:” The Lives and Perspectives of Women in Islam (2009)

This project explores the status of women in Islam while including areas of particular research: sources of
influence, early historical background, early reform under Islam, female education, female employment,
marriage, divorce, sex segregation, financial matters/financial obligations, inheritance, rape, honor
killings, and Islamic women’s religious status and “place.” This study seeks to recover some of Islamic
women’s perspectives for an American audience via qualitative means, with significant emphasis and use
of related literature, religious texts, and online articles of a scholarly nature.

Faculty Mentor: Catherine Looker SSJ, D.Min., Religious Studies Department, Chestnut Hill College
Student Researcher: Quishanna Lanise Lee, Chestnut Hill College



Researching a Young Adult Historical Novel: The Effect of the Spanish Influenza on 1918
Philadelphia (2009)

This project involves research for a young adult historical novel set in the Philadelphia region
during the fall of 1918. The first draft of GRACE RISING is complete; however, further fact
checking and “enriching” with authentic period detail is desired. The novel centers on a 17-year-
old girl’s efforts to help save lives during the influenza pandemic of 1918. While the novel
centers on the pandemic, it also has themes of civil rights, immigrant rights, and universal
suffrage.

Faculty Mentor: Gretchen Haertsch, Ph.D., English Department, Arcadia University
Student Researcher: Dana Dilliplane, Arcadia University
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Banning YouTube: Trends in Global Cybercensorship — A Comparative Analysis of Cases in
China, the United States, Pakistan and Turkey (2009)

Through comparative analysis, this study offers a global overview of current internet video
censorship practices and different motives behind the policies. It also examines the U.S. media
attitude on ethical responsibilities of technological companies doing business abroad. Overall
the research project sheds light on the impact of information technology and its challenges to
traditional authorities and borders.

Faculty Mentor: Janice Xu, Ph.D., Communications Department, Cabrini College
Student Researcher: Morgan Miller
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Freckleton: The Largest Civilian Air Disaster of World War 11 (2009)

This study assists in the compilation of the biographies of the nine American airmen who died in
the crash as well as to assist with interviews of the civilian survivors. The investigation gathers
and interprets media coverage of the crash from 1944 to the present.

Faculty Mentor: Dr. James Hedtke, Ph.D., History/Political Science Department, Cabrini
College
Student Researcher: Joseph Kempflen (Junior History/Political Science Major)
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With Liberty and Justice for All:” The Lives and Perspectives of Women in Islam (2009)

This project explores the status of women in Islam while including areas of particular research:
sources of influence, early historical background, early reform under Islam, female education,
female employment, marriage, divorce, sex segregation, financial matters/financial obligations,
inheritance, rape, honor killings, and Islamic women’s religious status and “place.” This study
seeks to recover some of Islamic women’s perspectives for an American audience via qualitative
means, with significant emphasis and use of related literature, religious texts, and online articles
of a scholarly nature.

Faculty Mentor: Catherine Looker SSJ, D.Min., Religious Studies Department, Chestnut Hill
College
Student Researcher: Quishanna Lanise Lee, Chestnut Hill College
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Civil War Letters of Major Griffith Jones, 9" PA Cavalry, Phase 11 (2008/2009)

The goal of this project is to complete the chronological arrangement, cataloguing and
transcription of approximately 4000 pages of digital images taken from numerous archives in
central and southeastern Pennsylvania pertaining to Major Griffith Jones, before, during and after
the war and to his regiment. This project developing a complete, compact archive (both disk and
hard copy format) is of exceptional value because no biography of Griffith Jones exists and no
collections of his hundreds of letters have ever been compiled, transcribed, edited or published.
Only one older book-length history of the 9" Pennsylvania Cavalry has ever appeared in print.

Faculty Mentor: Wayne Huss, Ph.D., History Department, Gwynedd-Mercy College
Student Researcher: Kimberly Kennedy (2008), Stephen Long (2008), Kelly Day (2009)
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MICHAEL CAVANAUGH Library Investigation
JENNIFER RIZZO

Creating the Juvenile Violence Epidemic

This project would take a social constructionist perspective to assessing the problem of juvenile
violence by examining the nature and frequency of newspaper and magazine reports of the
phenomenon since the early 1990s. Phrases such as “the juvenile violence epidemic” and epithets
describing the “new breed of juvenile superpredator” are often bandied about quite readily, and
the public and academics alike are often quick to respond by looking for solutions to the
“problem” without ascertaining whether, in fact, the “problem” exists to the extent that it is
portrayed. Influenced by the work of Howard Becker and Stanley Cohen on labeling and the
social and political creation of moral panics, the proposed project would attempt to understand
the process by which a social problem is constructed by claims-makers and moral entrepreneurs
in the media. Consequently, the tone of reports in the print media will be analyzed, and
predetermined keywords and phrases counted, in order to assess whether there appears to be a
concerted effort to project and perpetuate the belief that juvenile violence is increasing in its
frequency and severity.

Faculty Mentor: Leanne Owen, Ph.D.






Historicizing the Coast: Postcards in American History (2008/2009)

Using a primary source collection of thousands of postcards from the turn of the century to the
present, this project examines the meanings American tourists place on their vacation
environments during the 20" century with the goal of understanding how Americans construct
their environments and what those constructions mean at a specific historical moment. This
research will form the basis of a book proposal solicited by the University of North Carolina
Press.

Faculty Mentor: Sarah Trembanis, Ph.D., History Department, Immaculata University
Student: Rebecca Hertzog, Immaculata (2008/9) and Lindley Rittweger, Rosemont
College(2008)
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KRISTEN L. WAYOCK Library and Field Investigation
JESSICA MORGAN

#. Internet Use Among Young Adults: Frequency, Quality, and Impact on
Interpersonal Relationships.

It has been theorized that personality impacts Internet usage—why it is used, and
what it is used for. Due to the exploratory nature of the study, no specific
hypotheses were formulated. However to give direction to the data analyses,
research questions were devised pertaining to how frequently young adults use the
Internet and if participants report different personality styles online vs. offline.
One hundred forty-nine young adults (44 males and 105 females) ranging from 17
to 30 years of age participated in this survey through a web link, which was
distributed via social networking tools such as MySpace and Facebook, as well as
e-mail, Instant Messengers and by word-of-mouth. Participants followed a link to
a survey that assured anonymity and consisted of 43 questions. According to the
survey results, the participants (N=149) were online 6.63 days out of the week,
and they (N=135) spent approximately 4.44 hours online per day. Overall, the
majority of the participants disclosed that they behave similarly online during
communication with others when compared to face-to-face communication with
respect to certain personality traits. Notably, a large percentage of participants
responded they are more curious while online than offline (43.0%). A likely
reason for this result could be the sense of privacy often associated with online
“travel.” In addition, the results of the survey indicate a significant percentage
(44.1%) of participants feel that they are more articulate online than offline. This
result can be attributed to the fact that with regard to computer-mediated
communication individuals have more time to formulate what and how they
communicate. This study served to explore the frequency and modality of Internet
usage among young adults and empathically maintains that this modality of
communicating has the potential to enhance interpersonal relationships.

Thesis Mentor: Maria Cuddy-Casey
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Chaucer’s Intertextual Resonances with Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (2009)

In spite of the ongoing expansion of intertextual critique in Chaucer studies, significant research
remains into its numerous literary influences. The relationship of The Canterbury Tales to
another pivotal, and also contemporary, work of medieval literature, Sir Gawain and the Green
Knight, impels further research through such similarities as each text’s imaging of Arthurian
legend and courtly love. This project expands upon their comparative analysis. Specific focus
is given to addressing the irony within each text as an anti-romance highlighting feminism in
particular.

Faculty Mentor: William J. Hamilton, Ph.D., English Department, Neumann University
Student Researcher: Jaclyn Argo
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Religious Pluralism (2009)

This project explores several of the world’s faiths and argues that all are responses to a common
underlying reality which cannot be known in itself. This investigation focuses on the view of
religious pluralism advocated by philosopher of religion John Hick and argues that his view most
accurately represents the human religious experience.

Faculty Mentor: Alan Preti, Ph.D., Philosophy Department, Rosemont College
Student Researcher: Lauren Rodino, Rosemont College
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CHRISTOPHER CANTWELL Library Investigation
How Race and Gender are Framed in Television News Coverage

One of the newest areas of research within the field of media studies is community
empowerment through local ownership. As media conglomerates consolidate television
networks, print media sources and radio stations, local audiences find rapidly decreasing news
sources, and this trend is particularly striking on the local level. This research project looked at
how race and gender are framed in local news coverage, using the following research questions:

e Who are the newsmakers?

e How much time to do get in front of the camera?

e How are the people and the neighborhoods portrayed?

What stereotypes (if any) do these reports engender?

How relevant are the images to the story?

What is the placement of the news segment in the broadcast?
Who are the reporters chosen to cover the story?

By compiling research on news coverage throughout the area, this study shows that
minority newsmakers receive less airtime than white newsmakers; minorities are more often
portrayed as criminal; and minority newsmakers are frames as urban residents. This leads to an
even more interested phenomenon. Since minorities are framed as criminal and urban networks
are able to establish a false urban/suburban binary that corresponds with an even more
inflammatory minority/white binary. Therefore, the cities are full of non-white criminal while
the suburbs contain white law-abiding citizens. These false binaries are responsible for what Dr.
Danilo Yanich calls Crime Creep. (Yanich, 2004, J. Urban Affairs. 26:5) I am continuing my
research by analyzing a constructed week of news coverage from an urban/suburban and
suburban/rural affiliate of NBC. I will compare the coverage on these two stations and document
my findings in an article that I hope to submit for publication in 2010.

Thesis Mentor: Darryl Mace



BRIDGET COOK Library Investigation
How Race and Gender are Framed in the Black Press

This project was originally going to analyze the 1968 Memphis Sanitation Workers’ Strike.
Preliminary research questions included:

e Who was selected to cover the strike and why?

e How did papers from across the country view the Sanitation Workers’ Strike and
King’s involvement?

e Why did different outlets and different journalists view the same story from different
perspectives?

e What were the most important factors influencing the tenor of coverage?

While these questions remained an integral part of the research, as I was conducting my textual
analysis of the Black Press coverage of the Strike, I began to focus on the important role gender
played in the coverage. I found that the women who took part in the Strike were relegated to the
background. Additionally, Black papers selected men to cover the Strike and these reporters
framed the Strike as a masculine effort.

This led to further research of the coverage of the Black Power Movement in Black newspapers.
I found, through my textual analysis of five Black press, from 1964 — 1968, that female reporters
and female activist struggled against a patriarchal system in a threefold effort to amplify black
women’s voices, empower their communities, and bolster the male figureheads of the Civil
Rights /Black Power Movement.

Thesis Mentor: Darryl Mace



ALYSSA KIRGAN Library Investigation
TRACY PAINE

Philadelphia’s Contribution to the Golden Age of Children’s Literature in the United
States

The Project analyzes the contributions of the Philadelphia area on the Golden Age of
Children’s Literature in the United States, from mid-19" century through the First World
War. Philadelphia was a publishing hub for juvenile literature, both books and
periodicals. The region was at the epicenter of the growing field of illustration with local
artists A.B Frost, Howard Pyle, and N.C Wyeth making major contributions. Area
women were also making significant inroads in writing and illustrating for this market.
Female illustrators included: Elenore Plaisted Abbott, Jessie Willcox Smith, Elizabeth
Shippen Green, and Violet Oakley.

Faculty Mentor: Gretchen Haertsch, Ph.D.



ASHLEY RIVERA Library Investigation
Mirroring the Movement: Earl Caldwell and the Rise of Black Power

This project focused on the intriguing and indispensable story of Earl Caldwell, the black New
York Times journalist who covered the 1968 Memphis Sanitation Workers’ Strike. Caldwell’s
claims to fame go far beyond being the only journalist to witness the assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Even as late as 1968, many major mainstream newspapers did not send black
reporters to cover the Civil Rights Movement. Therefore, this research projects asks the
following questions:

e Why did the New York Times (NYT) send a reporter to Memphis?

e How did the NYT cover the situation in Memphis?

o Why did the NYT send Caldwell?

e  Why was Caldwell the only reporter to witness the assassination?

e What events in this country’s history led to changes in the way newspapers covered

movements like the strike?
e How did the events in Memphis affect Caldwell in later years?

To begin to answer these questions I conducted a textual analysis of mainstream newspaper
coverage of the Strike and assassination.

I concluded that, by assigning Earl Caldwell to cover the Strike, the New York Times challenged
prevailing trends and gave a young African-American journalist the opportunity to prove his
professional worth. Additionally, as evidenced by the fact that he was the only reporter to
witness the assassination, Caldwell was able to establish insider status and cover the Strike more
closely than white reporters. Finally, the Strike and assassination had a profound effect on
Caldwell, and, in subsequent years, Caldwell was a central defendant in Branzburg v. Hayes,
where the Supreme Court ruled that he would have to disclose to the government his sources
within the Black Panther Party. Clearly, in moving to a more militant and Afro-centric stance in
his reporting and his professional development, Earl Caldwell’s coverage of the Civil
Rights/Black Power Movement mirrored the ideological and strategic changes in the struggle for
black equality.

Thesis Mentor: Darryl Mace
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SEPCHE

The Southeastern Pennsylvania Consortium
for Higher Education:

Arcadia University
Cabrini College
Chestnut Hill College
Gwynedd-Mercy College
Holy Family University
Immaculata University
Neumann University
Rosemont College

Funded by the Foundation for Independent Higher Education and The Barra Foundation, this
project provided undergraduate students the opportunity to engage in collaborative research
projects with professors from SEPCHE colleges and universities.
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